
Troubleshooting Stains & Messes 
 
Every ferrent knows that stains and messes 
are part of sharing life with a ferret! From 
digging up potted plants to knocking over 
soupies and potty accidents, an arsenal of 
remedies is needed.  
 
When cleaning up the different stains a ferret 
may make, always remember to try the 
method of least impact first, meaning water & 
simple household products may be best. Plus, these substances are safer to use 
around ferrets. If it is a larger, more serious mess, then there are three 
categories of stain and odor removers to consider: enzymatic, bacterial and 
chemical. Preference among these cleaners depends upon the type of stain 
and/or odor to be eliminated. 
 
Stain Removal Product Categories 
Enzymatic products use enzymes to break down stains. Enzymes are proteins  
that are naturally produced by all living organisms. This makes them 
biodegradable and a non-toxic alternative to chemical cleansers. Enzymatic 
cleaners work on stains by breaking them down so that they can be easily 
washed away. Enzymatic cleaners are especially effective at removing organic 
stains such as blood, urine, feces, and vomit. They can also help neutralize pet 
odors.  
 
Bacterial products are comprised of non-pathogenic (not disease causing) 
bacteria that break down organic stains and odors. Some sources of stains, such 
as urine, break down or decay with time. Once in your carpet, bacteria feed on 
the organic wastes and emit waste gases, resulting in strong odors. Bacterial 
cleaners disrupt this process by introducing different bacteria that metabolize the 
waste and reduce the odor. These cleaners work best at removing organic stains 
such as blood, urine, feces, and vomit, as well as accompanying odors.  
 
Chemical cleaner are generally solutions of soap and water, including detergents 
that deodorize. They may clean some stains and while they generally leave a 
clean smelling scent, it will not last and the bad odor will return. They may be of 
use after an enzymatic or bacterial product but even then can be unnecessary if 
the source of the odor has been neutralized. In fact, common household cleaners 
can even alter the organic basis of a mess, so that enzymatic or bacterial 
cleaners will not work. By not removing the organic source of the stain, ferrets 
will likely still smell where they have had an accident and will be prone to go 
there again. Additionally, chemical cleaning products are more likely to be 
harmful to the ferret. 
 



Several options to consider when removing stains are homemade. One preferred 
solution is simply 2 cups white distilled vinegar, 2 cups of lukewarm water and 4 
generous tablespoons of baking soda. This can be mixed and sprayed onto 
stains.  A second home remedy is a mixture of hydrogen peroxide and baking 
soda. Combine up to 1 cup of baking soda with 1/2 cup 3% hydrogen peroxide 
and immediately spray on the stain, and then gently scrub. Alternately, you can 
sprinkle the baking soda directly on the stain, work it in, and then pour the 
hydrogen peroxide on the baking soda until the stain is removed. You can also 
mix a solution of 1/4 teaspoon of a liquid dishwashing detergent, such as Dawn 
or Joy, into one cup of lukewarm water. Remember, though, that hydrogen 
peroxide may have a bleaching effect on some carpets and upholstery, so test 
first in an inconspicuous spot for colorfastness. 
 
Commercial Stain Removal Products 
There are several popular name brands of stain cleaners. Nature's Miracle is an 
enzymatic cleaner that best targets urine, feces, vomit and food messes. There is 
one specifically for urine, another for hard floors and then a generalized one. 
Simple Solution is a combination enzymatic and bacterial product that targets 
urine, feces and vomit. Many products claim to be “oxy” cleaners that are safe 
and non-toxic but use careful consideration with these as they often contain 
sodium carbonate, sodium carbonate peroxyhydrate and ethoxylated alcohol 
C12-C16. These substances are not recommended for use around ferrets. 
 
Small, portable carpet cleaners are also popular with ferrents for most stains. 
Just be cautious with the cleaning products used in these devices as many are 
not ferret-safe. Whatever your cleaning product of choice is, never allow your 
ferret to return to an area that has been cleaned until it is completely dry. 
 
General Stain Removal Procedures 
First, gently remove any solids. You can try using a spoon or spatula or just 
gently touch a dry paper towel on them until they adhere and carefully lift them 
away. Next, fully blot up liquids with a white cloth or all-white paper towels. 
Printed or colored blotting cloths may transfer their dye, making the stain worse. 
Do not press down very hard on the area when blotting, as it will merely force the 
liquid deeper into the carpeting.  After blotting, treat with the product or method of 
choice. 
 
If cleaning on a hard surface, gently scrape up semi-solids with a spoon or 
spatula. Paint scrapers are popular tools for this use. Do not use a knife or other 
utensil with sharp edges because it could damage the floors surface, especially if 
they are wood. After removal of solids, treat the areas with the product or method 
of choice. 
 
When cleaning any stain or mess, keep your ferrets away from area until 
treatments are completed, the area is dry and vacuumed.  



Stain / Odor Remedy 
Urine in the cracks or grout 
of tiles or along the edges of 
a wall 

Spread baking soda over the surface… use quite 
a lot and get it in all the nooks and crannies. Allow 
it sit over night and then, the next morning, pour 
vinegar over the baking soda. Finally, wipe up the 
frothy mess with towels.   

Urine in carpet Use an enzymatic cleaner, which can take 3 to 5 
hours to work. For stubborn stains, leave a towel 
dampened with the cleaner on it for 24 to 48 
hours. Then, uncover and allow it to dry. 

Feces Gently lift or scrape up any excess material. Apply 
an enzymatic product to the stain. Cover the area 
with a damp towel and let the product work on the 
stain for up to 24 hours. Remove the towel, allow 
the area to dry and then vacuum. 

Blood First, try to remove the stain using hydrogen 
peroxide. If this does not work, try an enzymatic 
cleaner.  

Dirt Remove loose dirt and blot wet stains with a 
clean, white, absorbent cloth. Allow the area to dry 
and then attempt to brush/vacuum it away. If a 
stain remains, use an enzymatic cleaner. 

Vomit Remove solids. If there is liquid, gently blot. Then, 
apply a bacterial cleaner to the stained area and 
place a clean, white, damp, cloth or paper towels 
over the area. Leave it on for 3-5 hours, then rinse 
with warm water.  Be sure not to over-saturate the 
carpet.  Finally, apply a vinegar & water solution (2 
tablespoons vinegar to 1 quart of water) to the 
vomit stain. Blot with clean white/paper towels.  

Soupies/wet foods For commercial wet ferret foods and soupies, try 
the vinegar and water solution or the dishwashing 
detergent solution above. 

Raw food Clean as with the recommended method above for 
“blood.” You may wish to follow up with a 
vinegar/water cleanser to sterilize. 

Coffee, soda or whatever 
you were drinking that your 
ferret HAD to knock over! 

For more common, human food stains, try the 
vinegar and water solution or the dishwashing 
detergent solution above. 

 
 
Visit the American Ferret Association to learn all about ferret care, foods & more!	  
The American Ferret Association PO Box 554 Frederick, MD 21705-0554 
Phone: 1-888-FERRET-1 / Fax: 1-240-358-0673 / Web: www.ferret.org / Email: 
afa@ferret.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/americanferretassociation/ 


