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MEDICAL NEWS

There is a relatively new product on the market called
Febreze™. It is made by Proctor and Gamble and is
sprayed on fabric to remove odors. There have been quite
a few incidents reported recently on the Internet about
pets that have allegedly died after their owners used
Febreze™ on their bedding. According to an April 16 state-
ment by the American Board of Veterinary Toxicology
(A.B.V.T.), “There is no substantiated evidence that the
use of Febreze™ [has] caused the death of any dogs or
cats” (http://www.napcc.aspca.org/febreze2.htm).

There have also been some Internet reports of birds dying
when Febreze™ has been used properly in their areas.
Birds are extremely sensitive to any airborne substances,
and their owners are cautioned not to use air fresheners,
cleaners, scented candles, hair spray, carpet fresheners,
or any aerosol sprays in the vicinity of the birds or their
cages. Febreze™ is perfumed, so it is then easy to see
how Febreze™ may be unsafe for use in households with
birds. A.B.V.T. and Procter and Gamble caution that birds
should be removed from the room until any product appli-
cation has dried and the room has been fully ventilated.
There is no evidence that Febreze™ should be treated
differently from other household cleaning products in the
presence of birds.

But what about ferrets? Is it possible that Febreze™ could
cause problems with ferrets? Ferrets are small, so even
tiny amounts of a product could have adverse effects on
them. Proctor and Gamble cautions that owners should
wait until the product is completely dry before allowing
pets to access the sprayed area. This is excellent advice
when using cleaners or sprays of any type in the ferrets’
cage or play area. Evidence suggests that Febreze™, when
used properly, is safe for use around pets. Use caution,
never spray it directly on an animal, and never let an ani-
mal into an area that is still wet with the product.

An older formula of Febreze™ contained zinc chloride,
which is a lung irritant, but according to Procter and
Gamble, the amount of zinc chloride used was minimal and
the Internet rumors about Febreze™ started after zinc chlo-
ride was eliminated from the product. More information
about Febreze™ from Proctor and Gamble is available at
http://febreze.com/pet.html.

actions” and are different from “delayed-type hypersensi-
tivity reactions,” which may be observed up to 72 hours
following vaccination. Any reactions should be reported to
the veterinarian, who can determine whether follow-up treat-
ment is necessary.

APPROVED C.D.V. AND RABIES VACCINES
Vaccines approved by the U.S Department of Agriculture
(U.S.D.A.) for a species have been tested on that species
and found to elicit an adequate immune response. If an ani-
mal that has been given an approved vaccine is exposed to
the live pathogen, it is unlikely that the animal will become
infected with the disease. Appropriate ferret vaccines are
those that have been tested on ferrets and shown to in-
crease immunity. Vaccines that are not approved for ferrets
have not been clearly proven to provide the adequate im-
mune protection.

If you are planning to enter your ferret into a ferret show, you
must ask the organizers of the show which vaccines they will
accept. Some shows will allow ferrets to participate only if
they have been vaccinated with vaccines licensed by the
U.S.D.A. for ferrets. [Ed. Note: A.F.A. shows require
U.S.D.A.-licensed vaccines.]

Only one vaccine against C.D.V. is U.S.D.A.-approved for
use on ferrets: FERVAC-D (United Vaccines Inc., Madison,
Wisc.). GALAXY-D (Solvay Animal Health, Inc., Mendota
Heights, Minn.) is another C.D.V. vaccine commonly given
to ferrets, but, per review of the literature, has not yet been
tested and proven in laboratory studies to induce an ad-
equate immune response against C.D.V. in ferrets.

Ferrets should be vaccinated against C.D.V. when they are 8,
11, and 14 weeks old and then yearly. Kits 6–14 weeks old
with no, unknown, or outdated vaccination history should
be given a series of three boosters at three week intervals
and then annually on the anniversary of the last booster.
Ferrets more than 14 weeks old with no, unknown, or out-
dated vaccination history should be given two vaccines two
weeks apart and then annually on the anniversary of the last
booster.

Combination dog vaccines should never be given to ferrets.
These vaccines increase dogs’ immunity against parvovirus,
adenovirus, coronavirus, and leptospirosis. Because ferrets
are not susceptible to these viruses, these additional vacci-
nations are not necessary and, in fact, only burden the ferret’s
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