October 8, 2011

USDA Animal Care
920 Main Campus Drive
Suite 200
Raleigh, NC  27606
Re:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services


Inspection Report dated August 23, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of domestic ferret owners across the nation I wish to express my sincere disapproval and disgust at the inhumane conditions at Triple F Farm as described and documented in the above-referenced USDA/APHIS Inspection Report.
As a commercial entity that breeds and sells domestic ferrets to pet stores and research facilities, Triple F Farms is required to retain a current USDA license.  In order to remain in compliance with their USDA licensure Triple F Farms is tasked with adhering to the rules and regulations of the Animal Welfare Act as they pertain to proper care and husbandry of animals in their facility.  The infractions documented in the above-referenced USDA Inspection Report are numerous and show gross negligence on the part of Triple F Farms, including inhumane husbandry practices, inadequate veterinary care, and insufficient number of personnel to properly care for the number of ferrets at this facility.

The above infractions as reported in the above-referenced USDA Inspection Report clearly show that Triple F Farms is in direct noncompliance with Animal Welfare Act standards and regulations and, therefore, is in violation of their right to hold and keep a USDA license to commercially breed and sell domestic ferrets.
The extent of the infractions documented in USDA/APHIS Inspection Report referenced herein are numerous and severe and demonstrate conditions that have obviously existed for an extended period of time.  Why these conditions and infractions have not been reported in previous USDA/APHIS Inspections Reports is a deep concern to the American Ferret Association and the ferret owners, veterinarians, ferret shelters, and breeders that we represent.

Ferret owners across the nation are charging USDA/APHIS with the task of bringing Triple F Farms into complete compliance of the Animal Welfare Act.  As the government-appointed agency responsible for the inspections of these commercial facilities we are also charging you with ensuring the public at large that from this day forward the domestic ferrets bred and kept at this breeding facility will be given continual and proper animal care/husbandry and adequate veterinary care as required by law under the Animal Welfare Act.  
If these minimum standards of care for the ferrets in this facility cannot be enforced by USDA/APHIS, then we demand that you immediately revoke Triple F Farm’s license and contact the American Ferret Association, Inc. so that they may network in the ferret community to begin the process of removing and rehoming these ferrets into the homes that they so very much deserve.
Sincerely,

YOUR NAME HERE






