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OUR REF: California Senate Bill 89
August 24, 2004

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The American Ferret Association, Inc., is a nonprofit, 501(¢)(3) educational organization. Our members
include: ferret owners, breeders, health professionals (veterinarians and allied professions), commercial
entities and others interested in the health and welfare of ferrets.

On behalf of our California members—and on behalf of our members who are
moving to California, we urge you to sign SB 89, legalizing the ownership of
ferrets in California.

Ferrets are the third most popular companion animal in the United States. We need not tell you
that ferrets are loved by their owners to the same degree as dogs and cats. Of the 10 million
ferrets living in the United States today, we estimate that 3 to 5% already reside in California.
Legalization will allow these ferrets to receive proper husbandry and healthcare.

We would also like to address some of the State agencies’ concerns about ferret legalization:

1) Ferrets are no more “‘exotic” than the French poodle, dachshund, or housecat.
The California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) has identified lists of animals that it considers as
“troublesome” and “non-native species.” DFG has raised concerns that ferrets are a "non-native
species.”’ With the number of ferrets currently living in California, ferrets are distinctly absent from

these lists.

The US federal government considers dogs and cats to be “non-native invasive species”:

“In a compilation of threats to U.S. national parks, non-native plants and animals were the most often
reported threat, and were reported by the most areas; feral cats (Felis catus), feral dogs (Canis
familiaris), and wild pigs (Sus scrofa) were the non-native animals cited most often"?

Except for the Husky or Alaskan Malamute dog breeds, no dogs or cats can claim to be “native
species” to North America or California. “.... [D]ata suggest Native American dogs have not
genetically contributed to modern dog breeds . DNA sequences from hundreds of dogs from dozens
of modern breeds from throughout the world do not show traces of American ancestry

2) Ferrets are as domestic as dogs and cats and should be removed from the California
Department of Fish and Game “Wild Animal” list, and from this agency'’s jurisdiction.
All reputable modern scientific sources are in agreement that the pet ferret, Mustela putorius furo, is
a domesticated species. Ferrets were domesticated by humans several centuries before the



3)

4)

5.

housecat.”® Domestic pet animals should NOT be under the jurisdiction of the state’s Fish & Game
department.

Compared to the Dog or Cat, the Ferret is a “safer” family pet.
Although the DFG has expressed concerns regarding pet ferrets and children, what they failed to
address is the relative risk of ferrets as pets, in comparison to dogs and cats.

An estimated 4 to 5 Million dog bites to humans are reported each year to the coc.'o" Dog bites
are greatly under-reported: the incidence of dog bites was found to be “more than 36 times the rate
reported to health authorities.” ' Children are often victims of dog bites.'® '*'" Aimost half of all
children have been bitten by their own pet dog by the time they are 12 years old.” On average,
dog-bite related injuries are responsible for 20 human deaths each year'® ™"

A bite from a ferret is newsworthy: ferrets bite significantly less often than do dogs.?‘0 Rarely does
the bite from a 1 to 4 pound ferret require anything more than good cleansing and a Band-Aid®.
However, bite wounds from a 10 pound cat or a 20 to 100 pound dog routinely require medical and
even surgical intervention, including antibiotic prophylaxis against zoonotic infections.?'

Dog and cat bites are well known to cause infections in humans. Also, zoonotic transfer of infectious
agents between pet dogs, cats and their owners is also well documented in the medical literature.?"®'
{See Table 1: “Documented Zoonotic Infections in Dogs, Cats, Ferrets”).

Rabies is NOT an issue for ferrets—but it is for dogs and cats!! (see Table 2).

Although a deadly disease, the incidence of human rabies infection is extremely rare in the United
States. On average around 2 people die of rabies annually in the US. Over the past 22 years, a total
of only 20 ferrets have tested positive for rabies—in distinct contrast to the more than 200 cats and
140 dogs on average that test positive for rabies each year. (See Table 2: “Annual CDC Rabies
Surveillance” )** More importantly, ferrets have never transmitted rabies to a human or to another
animal, which is not the case for dogs, cats, or even humans!®

There is an approved rabies vaccine for ferrets.

A rabies vaccine (Imrab-3, manufactured by Merial, Athens, Georgia) has been licensed by the US
Department of Agriculture since 1990. The vaccine has been clinically proven to be safe and
effective for use in ferrets, and it is the same product also licensed for use in dogs, cats, horses,
cattle, and sheep.®

No feral colonies of ferrets exist anywhere in the United States.

Although the DFG raised concerns regarding feral colonies of ferrets, the California Research
Bureau concluded that: “It appears improbable that ferrets could establish feral colonies in
California, given the risks of ferrets themselves being prey.” % Also, the DFG has confirmed
that there is no evidence of feral ferrets in the United States today.’

This is in stark contrast to the dog or cat. Feral dog and feral cat colonies post a major problem for
national and state parks, as well as for suburban settings.?® %%

Ferrets do not pose a threat to wildlife—but cats and dogs do!!

The DFG states: “Domestic cat (Felis catus) predation is a significant cause of wildlife
mortality in many Earts of the world. Diseases of domestic cats pose serious threats to native
species, as well.”?

“On Mount Diablo we have feral dogs and cats. Other feral animals which are damaging some
areas of California are goats, burros, pigs and horses.... Many of the livestock kills blamed on
coyotes are actually killed by dogs, then scavenged by coyotes.”39

Although the California DFG speculates that legalization of ferrets might create an environmental
problem, the agency has no data to support a problem exists with ferrets in California or anywhere



else in the country. This is not surprising. Ferrets are kept indoors or caged. They do not wander
like cats and dogs. Unlike cats, untrained escaped ferrets are extremely poor hunters, and usually
succumb to starvation, predation, or exposure within days.

Ferrets are legally owned in every state EXCEPT California and Hawaii. Since the AFA formed in
the early 1990’s, the following jurisdictions have legalized or re-legalized ferret ownership:

STATES CITIES/COUNTIES

Alaska Baltimore City & Baltimore County
Connecticut Minneapolis

Massachusetts Salt Lake City & Salt Lake County
Michigan San Antonio City

New Hampshire
South Carolina
Utah

A survey of the above jurisdictions — and the remaining states—will demonstrate that allowing
ferret ownership will not and has not had an impact on the environment.

In summary, the American Ferret Association joins the California Veterinary
Medical Association and the many other individuals, groups and organizations, to
encourage you to sign Senate Bill 89-- a first step in decriminalizing ferret
ownership in the State of California.

We thank you for your kind attention to this important matter.

Respectfully yours,

Gigi Shields
President, American Ferret Association

Freddie Ann Hoffman, MD
Co-Founder and Chair, AFA Health Affairs Committee

Attachments:
TABLE 1: Documented Zoonotic Infections in Dogs, Cats, Ferrets
TABLE 2: Annual Rabies Surveillance (Center for Disease Control and Prevention)

Rabies Vaccine Label (Imrab-3) for Ferrets
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TABLE 1: Documented Zoonotic Infections in Dogs, Cats, Ferrets

Infectious Disease Cats

Rabies

N

Borreliosis (Lyme Disease)

Brucellosis

Campylobacter enteritis

Cat Scratch Fever

Plague

Salmonella enteritis

Group A Streptococcus (e.g. ‘Strep throat’)

E. coli enteritis

Tuberculosis

NN NSNS SN NSNS

Tularemia

Boutonneuse fever

N

Bergeyella zoohelcum

NSNS SN SN SN SYNYNSNSASNS

N

Pasturellosis

Q Fever

Rocky Mountain Spotted fever
Ehrlichiosis

Actinomycosis

Coccidioidomycosis

Nocardiosis

Blastomycosis

Rhinosporidiosis

Ringworm

Sporotrichosis

Giardiasis

Pneumocysitis

NN NSNANSNSYSYSNSSANSANS

Leishmaniais

Toxoplasmosis

Trypanosomiasis (African Sleeping
sickness)
Chagas Disease

Clonorchiasis

American Ferret Association, Inc. — 2004
Documented Zoonotic Infections: Dogs, Cats, Ferrets
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Infectious Disease Cats Ferrets

Echinostomiasis

Fasciolopsiasis

Heterophyiasis

Metagonimiasis

Opishtorchiasis

Paragonimiasis (Liver flukes)

Schistosomiasis

Coenuriasis

Heart worm (Dirofilaria)

Dog tape worm

Dog hook worm

Fish tape worm

A NNYNYN YN N YN Y Y NS

Hydatidosis

Sparganosis

Capillariasis

Dracunculaisis

Filarisais

Giant kidney worm

Gnathostomiasis

Larva migrans, cutaneous & visceral

Strongyloidiasis

Theleziasis

Hirudiniasis

Ascariasis (round worm)

Tunga infections

NNYNYN NN SNSNSNSNSNN

Pentasomid infections

Cowpox

Influenza

Lymphocytic Chorimengitis

Sarcoptes (Scabies)

NN NN

References: See 21-31
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TABLE 2:

Annual Rabies Surveillance Data 1980 - 2001

(from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)

YEAR Cat Dog Livestock Rodent/ Human Ferret
Rabbit
2001 270 89 138 56 1 0
2000 249 114 145 52 5 0
1999 278 111 212 45 0 0
1998 282 113 207 68 1 1
1997 300 126 183 65 4 0
1996 266 111 193 47 4 3
1995 288 146 193 54 4 2
1994 267 153 180 61 6 1
1993 291 130 183 64 3 1
1992 290 182 258 57 1 2
1991 189 155 308 63 3 0
1990 176 148 229 28 1 0
1989 212 160 211 21 1 0
1988 192 128 230 25 0 0
1987 166 170 223 12 1 2
1986 166 95 255 15 0 3
1985 130 113 260 23 1 2
1984 140 97 216 29 3 0
1983 168 132 284 21 2 1
1982 209 153 381 17 0 1
1981 285 216 581 10 2 1
1980 214 247 499 6 0 0
Totals: 5028 3089 5569 839 44 20
Average per 229 140 253 38 2 <1
Year:
2001 60 Million | 57 Million 225 Million 10 Million
Populations:

American Ferret Association, Inc. - 2004







