RESCUE 911

On January 13, 1999, Bob Jar-Draper during one of our conversationsHe swore that the ferrets at the farm

main of Mount Brydges, On- to check the ferrets’ teeth. Somethingwould be gone in two days. We had to
tario, Canada, was chargedin my gut was telling me that the ferretsget there soon. | told him we would
with Failure to Provide Care, section 446were in trouble. Inspector Draper calledcome out the following day, January 1.
(1) (c) of the Criminal Code of Canada. me back a few moments later and told
me that all of the ferrets’ canine teethOn New Year’s Day, a group of caring
Mr. Jarmain raised ferrets on goat foochad been cut. Again, | urged that thevolunteers and | drudged through the
in small, wooden boxes that filled with ferrets be removed from the breeder'ssnow and cold to save the ferrets. We
snow in the middle of the Canadian win-possession with the assistance of thevere accompanied by Inspector Drap-
ter while the water in their dishes frozeFerret Aid Society, but my offer was er and his wife, who were both on days
solid. Mr. Jarmain sold unaltered, un-turned down. off.
vaccinated ferrets at local livestock auc-
tions. Mr. Jarmain used tweezers to sna@n New Year’s eve 1997, | made whatUpon arriving at the farm in Mount
off the canine teeth of his ferrets. Fail-would be my last telephone call to theBrydges (near London), which used to
ure to provide care, indeed. London S.P.C.A.. It was then that | wasbe a city dump, we stepped into hell.
informed that the S.P.C.A. had orderedThe temperature was -30 degrees
R eSCU e M e ! that the ferrets be sold. The owner soldCelsius,and the cold pierced my skin.
more than 30 at a London livestock auciooking past the farm, | could see old
by Randy S. Belair tion. None of the ferrets had been al-car parts rusting away, garbage, and

. . tered or given shots. filth.
The Ferret Aid Society J

Toronto, Ontario, Canada Angered by this lack of concern for theMr. Jarmain lived in a small trailer cap

ferrets’ welfare, | panicked and told In- that covered the bed of a pickup truck.
In December 1997, the Ferret Aid Soci-spector Draper that the Ferret Aid So-He had no running water or electricity
ety of Toronto received a call from the ciety would buy the remaining ferrets. for himself, let alone the animals in his
Ontario Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (S.P.C.A.). They were
asking for assistance with some ferretg.
We were told that there was a man ir
possession of more than 60 ferrets thg
were not being cared for. There was n
running water on the property, and the
ferrets were not fed regularly. As Pres
ident of the Ferret Aid Society, | urged
the removal of all of the ferrets and prom:-
ised to find permanent homes for them

A few weeks went by and the ferrets
remained in the same conditions. | con
tacted the London S.P.C.A. (a local
chapter of the Ontario S.P.C.A.), which
was overseeing this case, and spoK
with Inspector Mike Draper. Inspector
Draper was sure that the ferrets needs
to be removed from the property, but
he said that he did not have the man
power to do so. Repeatedly | volun-
teered our Society’s help, but repeat
edly my offer was declined. -

These ferrets were among the first rescued from the property of Mr. Bob Jarmain. The white
Having previous experience with back{ areas of the photograph show where snow has invaded their pen and covered the goat
yard ferret breeders. | asked Inspectal pellets that were their food. All photographs provided by the Ferret Aid Society of Tofonto.
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and just snap them out.” He then asked
r if he should do that to the ferret just
rescued. Horrified, everyone said no.

The rescuers soon left the farm and
headed home. Snowy, as the little albi-
no came to be called, soon had a bowel
movement at the shelter. | cannot imag-
ine what went through his little head,
besides sheer desperation for food, to
make him eat the straw he slept in.

It took about three days for Snowy to
pass all of the straw he had in his belly.
He also had an abscess on his back
about the size of a small egg that re-
quired surgery and antibiotics.

The morning following Snowy’s arriv-
al, | contacted the London S.P.C.A. to
let them know that Mr. Jarmain still had
ferrets. To my pleasant surprise, Inspec-
tor Locke was now more than willing to
help us press criminal charges against
Mr. Jarmain.

So, on January 13, 1999, Bob Jarmain of

Mount Brydges, Ontario, was charged

with Failure to Provide care, section

446(1)(c) of the Criminal Code of Cana-

da. Unfortunately, in Canada any ani-

RESCUE (continued from page 31) dered not to have ferrets he still did.mal offense is only a minor conviction

eventually reached the farm, they werdJnfortunately, he had sold all but oneand is not indictable as in most parts of

greeted by more than a dozen cats andf his ferrets at auction that very day. the United States. A new bill is being

two chained dogs. There was no water put forth to change this, however.

in sight, and it was so cold that the cat#\gain the path to the remaining ferret

had icicles hanging from their whiskers.led through the field and past the nowin most of Ontario, a case of cruelty

The food for the cats was frozen breadnany horses to a small, wooden box iragainst ferrets has never been brought

under a makeshift, un-insulated shelthe snow. Mr. Jarmain pulled out a smallpefore the courts, so we have started a

ter. The dogs had no shelter. There werelearly emaciated and dehydrated maléetter writing campaign to show our

chickens and a rooster running wild. ferret from the straw-filled box. support for Snowy and Mr. Jarmain’s
previous ferrets. Please show your sup-

Countless calls to Mr. Jarmain receivedQuickly, the ferret was whisked back toport for the case against Mr. Jarmain by

no answer so one of the volunteersa warm and safe car. Mr. Jarmain begamriting a letter (please include your ad-

carefully walked to the door of the trail- talking about the S.P.C.A. and aboutdress for verification) to

er cap, now sitting on a bed of snowhow last year and “a bunch of weeks

and tapped on the open door. Mr. Jarago” the S.P.C.A. had taken all of hisLondon Criminal Court

main popped his head out and said helferrets. He then proceeded to tell howc/o Prosecutor’s Office

lo. He didn’t recognize any of the vol- he cut the ferrets’ teeth out to preventPrO BOX 5600 Term. A

unteers from the previous year and toldhem from biting. When asked how helLondon, Ontario

them that even though he had been orid this, he said, “Oh, | take tweezersNIA 2P3 Canada
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